
   
  

SS E - SACRIFICING SCOTLAND'S 

ENVIRONMENT 

  

COMBINED PRESS RELEASE FROM A 
GROUP OF CONCERNED SCOTTISH 

CITIZENS IN RESPONSE TO    
  

Scottish and Southern  

Energy 

  

 BEING THE MAIN SPONSOR OF  
 

THE 

   

HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS 
TOURISM AWARDS 

  

4TH OCTOBER 2013  

DRUMOSSIE HOTEL, INVERNESS 
 



 
Fairburn Windfarm 

 

♦♦♦ 

 

SSE - SACRIFICING SCOTLAND'S 

ENVIRONMENT  
   

   

In this 'YEAR OF NATURAL SCOTLAND 2013', the absurdity and hypocrisy of this 

sponsorship will not be lost on the many of us who see, first hand, the destruction of our way 

of life, our land and seascapes and our wildlife to accommodate the industrial wind farms 

and  massive pylons and overhead cables required to connect them to the grid.  We witness the 

pouring of thousands of tonnes of polluting concrete and placing of tonnes of steel into fragile 

environments for turbine bases, and the miles and miles of new access tracks we see 

snaking across once unspoilt hillsides.  
  

Will 2013 be the LAST YEAR OF NATURAL SCOTLAND? 

  

Is this a clumsy attempt to publicly link energy and tourism outwith the government?  To 

make it seem more acceptable? 
  

There has long been criticism that our energy and tourism minister, Fergus Ewing, cannot 

wear two hats as his departments in government are in serious conflict with each other. 
  

Tourists come to Scotland for the outstanding irreplaceable beauty of our vistas, the 

tranquillity our wild lands offer and our iconic wildlife.  Will they still come if we continue this 

devastation caused by the industrialisation of our rural environment? 
  



By the time we find out it may be too late and local tourism businesses will be dead.  
   

Recent findings by Scottish Natural Heritage show that wind turbines are visible from 41.7% 

of Scotland 's land and that is set to increase dramatically as there are literally hundreds of 

consented turbines yet to be built and even more in the planning system. 
  

Tourists tell us that they do not  want to see industrialisation on a scale many of us couldn't 

even begin to imagine until the subsidy hungry wind prospectors rode into town to jump on 

the wind rush bandwagon. 
 

SSE IS A WIND PROSPECTOR AND IT IS SPONSORING THE TOURISM 

AWARDS! 

 
♦♦♦ 

 

SSE’S CONTRIBUTION TO TOURISM 

 

 
IN SCOTLAND SSE CURRENTLY HAS: 

  

over 600 onshore turbines consented 

 

over 300 onshore turbines in the planning system  

  

SSE and its partners could have 1000+ turbines offshore in the Moray Firth , Islay and Firth of 

Forth 
  

  

SSE COULD, POTENTIALLY, BE DIRECTLY LINKED TO 2000+ TURBINES ON 

AND OFFSHORE IN SCOTLAND . 

  

Does it and the government really think that this is compatible with tourism?  

  

This is what 'two hats' Fergus Ewing says:   
 

Minister for Tourism  

"And once people have been enticed north, they can enjoy the peace and quiet and the slower 

gentler pace that a break here amidst our splendid landscape offers." (Endorsing Year of 

Natural Scotland in the Inverness Courier) 

 

Minister for Energy  

"I'm delighted to launch these materials, developed with industry, planning authorities and 

stakeholders, which aim to make the planning process for wind developments go more smoothly 

for everyone involved." (Endorsing new Scottish Govt. guidance on wind planning applications) 
 

♦♦♦ 

 

  

 

 



EXAMPLES OF SOME OF SSE’S DEVELOPMENTS 
 

THERE ARE UNRESOLVED NOISE  ISSUES AT SEVERAL SSE INSTALLATIONS. 

 

FAIRBURN WIND FARM, ROSS-SHIRE.  Why propose an extension of turbines that are 

50% bigger than the original and near a nursing home when unresolved noise complaints still 

exist?  Why submit a S36 application for a 36MW windfarm unless the intent is to bypass local 

opinion – including those in the tourism industry? 
 

 
 

 

THE 'SUBSTATION' AT BALBLAIR. People report that they can't sleep, can't have their 

windows open or can't enjoy their gardens.  B & B guests are already complaining about the 

noise.  

 

 
 

 

THE PYLONS AND OVERHEAD CABLES.  Fishermen on the Beauly River have remarked 

on the noise and how their enjoyment has been spoiled.  Will visiting fishermen return?  

Residents find the noise intrusive and some say it is unbearable and they have sleep deprivation.  

 



 
 

 

ACHANY WIND FARM  IN SUTHERLAND was shut down for a while due to numerous 

noise complaints from residents.  SEE http://www.northern-times.co.uk/News/Exasperated-

planners-shut-wind-farm-down-6934757.htm 
 

 

Also in Sutherland, not content with 33 consented turbines at Strathy North,  SSE are applying 

for nearly 50 more at Strathy South.  E-ON are proposing a further 28 turbines at Strathy Wood 

linking the two SSE developments which will, combined,  make over 100 turbines, shattering the 

landscape forever with an industrialized vista of epic proportions. 

 

 
  
Scottish and Southern Energy’s consented Strathy North and proposed Strathy South 

Windfarms, shown here dominating the crofting land at Strathy, will blight the iconic North 

Coast Tourist Route .  Along with E.ON’s proposed Strathy Wood Windfarm they will cover 

more than 60 square kilometres and stretch for six and a half miles along the skyline in the view 

from the east and threaten the area's candidacy as a World Heritage Site.  

  

Full size photomontages from Strathy and from the east, with more explanatory text, can 

be downloaded.  See below. 
 

http://www.northern-times.co.uk/News/Exasperated-planners-shut-wind-farm-down-6934757.htm
http://www.northern-times.co.uk/News/Exasperated-planners-shut-wind-farm-down-6934757.htm


 Note to editor.  A high resolution image of the full photomontage from Strathy (above) and  a 

photomontage from the A836 near Borgie showing the full extent of the developments on the 

skyline and with explanatory text, plus high resolution  copies of the photographs used in this 

press release can be downloaded from Photographs and photomontages.pdf  The photomontages 

should be credited to Stuart Young. The photograph of Fairburn Windfarm should be credited to 

Roy Baker. Otherwise all images can be used as desired. 

 

♦♦♦ 
 

WINDFARM SPREAD IN JUST ONE YEAR 
 

 
 

These are the keys to SNH’s maps of windfarm activity in Scotland at August 2012 and August 

2013.  Even at this small scale it can be seen that there has been a huge increase in activity in one 

short year.  When will it stop?  When will Salmond and Ewing think we have enough?  

  

There is no indication that that will be any time soon! 
 

SNH 2012 and 2013 maps can be downloaded at the following links: 

http://www.snh.gov.uk/docs/A763435.pdf  

http://www.snh.gov.uk/docs/A1055080.pdf 

 

 

For the whole series from 2008 go to: 

https://max.mailbigfile.com/download_from_cloud.php?file_id=7067858&retrieval_token=273b60453c29c71e30a0df23b23332e5
http://www.snh.gov.uk/docs/A763435.pdf
http://www.snh.gov.uk/docs/A1055080.pdf


http://www.snh.gov.uk/planning-and-development/renewable-energy/research-data-and-

trends/trendsandstats/windfarm-footprint-maps/  

 

♦♦♦ 

 

LIFE STORIES 
  

Below are some comments and personal experiences from ordinary folk who have found 

themselves caught up in a horror story that they have little chance of escaping from.  Wind farm 

application follows wind farm application near where they live. Consented wind farms then have 

extensions applied for with little regard to the people who live near them.  All for an energy source 

that is increasingly being challenged and being shown to be inefficient, unreliable, too expensive 

and not worth the cost to the environment and the people's lives that it destroys.  

  

SSE, TOURISM AWARDS SPONSOR,  IS CONTRIBUTING TO THAT MISERY.  
  

THE SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT IS ALLOWING IT TO HAPPEN. 

 
NB: A FOI has been submitted to the Scottish Government requesting details of all wind farm 

developments, proposed by SSE, that have been refused planning permission. 

 

 

SANDRA FROM SCATWELL WRITES ABOUT LIVING NEAR FAIRBURN WIND FARM 
  

I sent in a complaint to Highland Council some time ago and nothing has been done because they 

say that the noise doesn't exceed the levels Governments have recommended as being acceptable. 

The issue they haven't looked at is the low frequency of the noise and the air pressure fluctuation. 

It gives me headaches and ear-ache, and is just like the feeling you can get when flying and coming 

in to land. I can always tell when the turbines are turning and when the airflow is from a southerly 

direction, even although I can't see them.  

  

Experts have recently shown that bats and probably other creatures are affected by air pressure so 

why would humans not be affected also? People in authority are just not listening! 

  

My family has lived at Scatwell for many years, in fact my father went to school here, and I am 

really annoyed that the peace and quiet that we once had has now gone. In summer months when 

everyone should be able to sit out in their gardens to enjoy listening to bird song and other "living" 

sounds like water in the nearby stream or wind rustling the leaves, we have to put up with the throb 

and swishing noise from turbines.  

   

  

MRS J BAKER, SCATWELL 
  

Nearly three years ago I went to see my Doctor due to the headaches I was getting from the noise 

that was coming from the Turbines at Fairburn which are no more than 2km's away. There is also an 

unusual pressure on my ears from them which hurts. This can go on for days depending on the wind. 

The noise is like a jet engine not moving with a low deep sound which can be heard way above 

anything else. Sometimes I can not even open the windows at night because of the noise. At the 

moment nothing has been done and SSE have said we have to go through Highland Council First but 

HC do not have the equipment to measure the noise. 

  

http://www.snh.gov.uk/planning-and-development/renewable-energy/research-data-and-trends/trendsandstats/windfarm-footprint-maps/
http://www.snh.gov.uk/planning-and-development/renewable-energy/research-data-and-trends/trendsandstats/windfarm-footprint-maps/


 MR R BAKER, SCATWELL - EXCERPT FROM EMAIL SENT TO HIGHLAND 

COUNCIL 23RD SEPTEMBER 2013 
  

It has been some time now since our first complaints from the Scatwell Community in regards to the 

noise and air pressure from the Fairburn Wind Farm. 

In 2010 we started complaining due to the continual noise and the feeling that the air-pressure was 

hurting our ears, we then recorded the noise over a period of months and then sent this to you. 

 

SSE in January 2011 came to Scatwell and installed sound recording machines in my garden and 

one at Garrimatic for 24 Days, this when the wind is predominantly in the North and putting us 

upwind of any noise. They were not very good as they only recorded noise with no distinction of 

noises. 

  

At no time has SSE or Highland Council bothered to take sound tests of quiet time day or night or at 

any time and this has never been done prior to planning permission being given. 

  

We have said to SSE and HC that living in a Glen (Valley) with turbines above you would cause 

great discomfort with sound as when the wind blows on the hill it can and is very quiet below and 

the only sound heard is the Turbines with the pressure from them. 

  

Mrs. J Baker has seen the Doctor because of these headaches but could only be subscribed pain 

relief. Many people have complained about the noise and headaches caused.  

  

  

HUGH BALFOUR PAUL  
  

SSE. Lies and deception are the 2 words that come to mind. 

  

I have lived with peace and tranquillity for 30+ years in StrathGlass, an area of outstanding beauty. 

This has now been turned upside down by the invasion of huge pylons.  Forests cut down, hillsides 

torn up, vans and lorries tearing along single track roads. The scar will be there for ever. 

  

The most frightening thing now is the noise pollution since the lines were made live.  We live about 

300 mtr from the line and have not had a nights sleep since they went live. There is no escape from 

the noise. It comes through the walls and windows and is akin to having a microwave going beside 

you all night.  

 

We are seriously looking for another home as we can not take the sleep deprivation caused by this 

nocturnal torture being inflicted on us by SSE.   

  

Headaches, tinnitus and general lethargy are but a few of the symptoms caused by the noise emitting 

from this line.   

  
I personally think that SSE have made a colossal mistake that has been backed by the government.  

If such a project was to be proposed through the lake district or perhaps Dartford it would have been 

met with such force that it would have been canned. No, we’ll just run it through the Highlands –  

 

not too many people up there, now that we have it signed and sealed, I suppose we had better inform 

them.  

  

The whole thing is an absolute travesty and SSE MUST make some sort of effort to assist the people 



affected. Promoting the Highlands as a beautiful place ? Yes a lot of it is, but the area they have 

invaded has been decimated. 

   

  

TONY DAVIDSON, DIRECTOR KLMORACK GALLERY 
  

And what of SSE and tourism? The Beauly Denny line cannot be ignored. It has been a disaster. The 

biggest surprise is how noisy the substation is. I live two miles from the substation and get woken up 

by the low frequency buzz or I have to keep the radio on at night to drown it out. I’ve heard of 

people four miles for the substation with the same problem. In Wester Balbair there are Bed and 

Breakfasts who must be losing trade. Would you go back to a place where there’s a constant buzz of 

electricity? And the plyons? You must remember the scale of them and how much woodland has 

been cut down. The old pylons were about a third larger than a forest, so they had a sympathetic 

scale. New pylons are twice as big. Draw this on a bit of paper and you will see that almost two 

thirds of the pylon pops out above nature. And they stretch 137 miles down Scotland’s spine. Do 

tourists come to see 137 miles of phallic steel, concrete and buzzing?  

So what does the future hold for the SSE and tourism? Their next gifts to the locals and visitors to 

rural Scotland include the Ullapool pylon line. You must drive it before it’s ruined. It’ll lift your 

heart as you look at distant views of snow-peaked An Teallach: soon it’ll produce a very different 

feeling. SSE’s gifts will also include wind farms on almost all high ground, from the Borders up to 

the Northern Islands and Aberdeen to the Western Isle. The irony is that this will NOT solve the 

energy generation issues.  

  

 

MRS ROSS, WESTER BALBLAIR   

 

Mrs Ross reports of terrible noise from the substation that prevents her sleeping. This is particularly 

bad as she works part time on a night shift. The noise is constant and prevents her sitting outside and 

enjoying her garden. 

  

 

MRS GRANT, WESTER BALBLAIR  

 

Since the Beauly Denny Line has been active, and is not even on full power, there has been an awful 

humming noise from it, sometimes 24 hours a day.  Several of my guests have complained about it.  

Some nights it is really bad.  I know they are hopefully going to sort it out but it seems to be taking a 

while to do. 
  

 

DENISE DAVIS, ARDBLAIR, INVERNESS-SHIRE         
  

I can see all twenty turbines at Fairburn from behind my home. To discover this atrociously invasive 

wind farm could be extended is a joke. The current wind farm is regarded a joke by locals on 'how 

not to design a wind farm'. The Balblair substation, which is far too large to be regarded a 
'substation', features in many of my local walks. It is extremely noisy, horrendous to look at, and 

destroys the ambience and tranquillity that locals once lived with and experienced in the rural areas 

near Beauly. This is 'The Year of Natural Scotland 2013', and to think SSE is the main sponsor of 

the 'tourism awards', when they have destroyed the quality of life of so many locals and are 

threatening the survival of a variety of businesses through their destruction of the landscape, is one 

of the most hypocritical and blinkered decisions made this year. 
 

  



LYNDSEY WARD, BEAULY   
 

When I first heard that SSE was to sponsor the tourism awards I laughed. I really thought it was a 

silly joke. Where I live myself and my neighbours are in a pincer attack from wind developments 

and grid upgrades. Fairburn extension and the Beauly to Denny line are both courtesy of SSE. 

 

I have the misfortune to have sight of the Balblair ‘substation’ and/or the connecting pylons and 

cables every time I leave my house. My heart sinks at the destruction that the Scottish government 

has allowed to be wreaked on this area whenever I see them. I moved here to start my own B & B 

business. I now wonder if there is any point as everything I believe the tourists want to see is being 

systematically destroyed by industrialisation on the most appalling scale. Loch Ness, Glen Affric, 

Ben Wyvis, Cairngorms,  Monadhliath Mountains - all iconic tourism areas - all under threat from 

wind farm development. All could be stopped by the Scottish government, through planning, today. 

 

As I live several miles away from the substation I am fortunate to not have the constant noise that 

others are subjected to every day and night. However, on a cold, foggy morning last week I could 

hear it. It was so loud I couldn't believe it. I drove down to the substation and got out of my car to 

listen. The noise was appalling. I feel so sorry for the people who live close to that monstrosity. 

What on earth is this government thinking of by allowing this industrialisation in such peaceful, 

quiet settings and so near people's homes? We all know this is about wind farms and connecting 

them to the grid. Fergus Ewing said as much to a group of us at a meeting last October. Not only are 

our landscapes being trashed by wind development we are also subjected to the miles of giant 

pylons strung with heavy cables everywhere we look and those that live near have every hour 

blighted by unbearable noise.  

 

SSE sponsoring tourism?  A joke indeed and a sick one at that. 

 

 

BRENDA HERRICK, CAITHNESS 

  

Caithness is unusual in Highland for being mainly lowland so attractive to tourists for its wide open 

landscapes and long vistas.  A few years ago these were mainly uninterrupted with views to the 

distant hills and islands.  No longer.  Now there are turbines in nearly every view interspersed with 

additional overhead cabling and larger pylons so the whole character of the county is rapidly being 

destroyed.  It is heartbreaking.  Tourism is vital here for direct employment and visitor spending but 

visitors do not want to spend their holidays in an industrial landscape.   
 

  

PAT WELLS, TOMATIN 
 

Jim Smith, SSE's managing director of renewables has defended the company's sponsorship of the 

tourism awards and is on record as saying (in response to the earlier outcry about its sponsorship) 

that the company had worked with communities for generations to build sensitively-sited 

developments delivering real benefits to the local economy. He claims "There need be no conflict 

between tourism and well-sited and well-managed renewable projects." 

The latter comment may have a crumb of truth in it but the Beauly-Denny powerline, the Balblair 

sub-station near Beauly and the large-scale wind farms at Dunmaglass and Stronelairg, in the heart 

of the Monadhliath Mountains (one of Britain's few remaining wild land  areas), cannot be 

considered to be "sensitively sited."  

 

Tourists visit the Highlands and Islands principally to enjoy the world-renowned natural heritage. 



Whether they are hill-walkers, cyclists, bird-watchers, fishermen, car or coach-borne travellers, their 

over-riding pleasure is linked with the wonderful scenery and wildlife on offer. We know from 

surveys, petitions and personal conversations that many visitors are already unhappy about the 

desecration of the landscape by wind farms and the appalling death toll of birds and bats at turbine 

sites. Visitors are saying that they will not come back if the industrialisation continues. 

Hospitality businesses may benefit for a year or two during the construction phase of local wind 

farms, but if at the end of that period, the traditional visitors have gone away permanently, it hardly 

benefits the long-term sustainability of the local economy. 

 

SSE is already culpable of ruining some of the Highland's most beautiful landscapes and 

appears determined to continue along that road. Its sponsorship of the Highlands and Islands 

Tourism Awards is a cynical attempt to achieve a degree of respectability and ameliorate its dismal 

public image. It will take a lot more to improve that poor image than mere sponsorship of an 

awards (celebratory) ceremony for the area's mainstay tourism industry it is systematically 

destroying.  

  

 

SUSAN CROSTHWAITE,  AYRSHIRE 
 

Never has there been a department in government with such opposing roles as that of tourism, 

energy and the enterprise. Fergus Ewing spends half his time promoting wild life tourism in the 

Year of Natural Scotland and the other half chasing renewables target, mitigating ecological 

damaging circumstances and squashing local democracy by consenting windfarms in the most 

inappropriate places. The cynics amongst us would say that this department was set up in order to 

keep the lid on tourism and allow unhampered development of windfarms in areas which should 

otherwise be protected. 

 

Conversely Scotland’s leading energy company, SSE, are the headline sponsor of the 2013 

Highlands and Islands Tourism Awards, the scheme that highlights the best of the region’s tourism 

industry. Managing Director, Renewables, Jim Smith said: “The Highlands and Islands are famed 

for outstanding beauty and great hospitality and, through our sponsorship of the awards, we are 

proud to help recognise the businesses and individuals that make the most of these natural assets.”  

What hypocrisy when their windfarms all over Scotland destroy that outstanding beauty (latest SNH 

figures show renewable energy towers can be seen from 41.7% of the countryside compared to 

19.9% five years ago).  

  

What a welcome to Scotland is SSE's Clyde windfarm - to visitors as they drive through the 

Southern Upland's north. Most visitors, by road to Scotland are aghast at the destruction of the 

landscapes as they view miles upon miles of outstanding beauty destroyed by gigantic turbines 

along-side the M74.  

  

 

AND FINALLY, SUMMING IT ALL UP 

 

 

DUNCAN MACLEAN FROM 'THE TAXI TOUR EXPERIENCE' , INVERGORDON 

 

''Clearly there is no limit to the depths of cynicism that the pro wind energy lobby will plunge 

to.  

  

As if bribing folk living near a windfarm or proposed development with crumbs from the rich 



man's table was not enough.....  

  

Now (nobody is making this up)....in order to be loved Scottish & Southern Energy have 

associated themselves with the Highlands' premier tourism awards dinner, as their main 

sponsor.  

  

As a tour operator inviting guests to come and experience our magnificent Scottish 

Highlands, I, along with others in tourism and many others over the length and breadth of the 

country have a message for SSE, their like, and the politicians who support them....we will 

never love you, and we will not rest until we rid our landscapes and seascapes of 

your ineffective wind turbines, and any other daft ideas that you may have.''  

  
The Taxi Tour Experience          www.thetaxitourexperience.co.uk  

 

 Invergordon Bus Tours              www.invergordon-bustours.com   

 

♦♦♦ 

 

AND TO CONCLUDE: 

 

This press release is the combined effort of some of those who love and cherish everything natural 

that Scotland has to offer. We are proud of the unique landscapes and wildlife that we can offer to 

visitors to enjoy. We are dismayed at what Alex Salmond is permitting the likes of SSE to do to our 

country for an energy source that is unsightly, destructive to the environment it is placed in, 

unreliable, inefficient and hideously expensive.  

 

It is not worth the loss of local business or the destruction of the environment and people’s lives. 

 

IT IS TIME TO STOP IT NOW! 

 

 

♦♦♦ 

http://www.thetaxitourexperience.co.uk/
http://www.invergordon-bustours.com/

